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Lone Tree’s solution to ‘last-mile’ dilemma receives top honor

DRCOG recognizes programs
that shuttle light rail riders
to final destinations

BY TABATHA STEWART
TSTEWART@COLORADOCOMMUNITYMEDIA.COM

For many people considering tak-
ing light rail transportation to south
Metro Denver areas, such as Lone
Tree, “the last mile” could be the
make-or-break decision about leaving
their car at home: When they get off
the train, how will they get to their
final destination?

The City of Lone Tree’s answer:
the Lone Tree Link, which since 2014
has offered a free shuttle service from
the Lincoln station to the city’s three
major employers — Sky Ridge Medi-
cal Center, Charles Schwaab and Park
Ridge Corporate Center. In 2017, the
city also launched Link on Demand, a
second, free door-to-door on-demand
ride service within the city through
an Uber partnership.

“I love the Link service, I use it all
the time,” said Sandra Connor, who
travels from the Denver Tech Center
to Lone Tree weekly for appointments.
“I don’t have to worry about driving
and whether or not the weather is bad
when I get there.”

The program won Lone Tree the
Denver Regional Council of Govern-
ments’ DRCOG Metro Vision award,

Vision Award.
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From left, Lone Tree City Councilmember Wynne Shaw, Deputy City Manager Steve
Hebert, Mayor Jackie Millet, Councilmember Susan Squyer, Economic Development
Director Jeff Holwell and City Manager Seth Hoffman show off the city’s recent Metro
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the long-range plan for the Denver
region.

Lone Tree was one of eight cities to
receive the award at an April 25 cer-
emony at the Hyatt Regency Denver
that drew more than 400 people.

Jeff Holwell, economic development
director for Lone Tree, said the Link
service transports about 350 people
each day between the Lincoln station
and the three campuses. The service
is paid for by a partnership among the
city, Sky Ridge, Charles Schwab and
Park Ridge.

“Last year we had over 82,000 board-
ings,” said Holwell. “That benefits the
city by taking cars off the road and
helps our primary employers with

| WHAT IS THE DRCOG?

DRCOG — or the Denver Regional Council of
Governments — was formed in 1955 when
Denver Mayor Quigg Newton invited officials
from surrounding counties to share concerns
about common issues. Through collabora-
tion and planning, county leaders addressed
issues such as transportation and personal
mobility, growth and development, and
aging and disability resources.

DRCOG serves as a regional planning commis-
sion and forum for member governments
and provides technical assistance for the
region, known as Metro Vision.

DRCOG members include 10 counties and
49 municipalities along the Front Range,
according to the DRCOG mission statement.
They include Douglas County, along with
Lone Tree, Parker, Castle Pines and Castle
Rock.

getting people to work. It solves the
last-mile problem of transit from rail
stations.”

According to Holwell, Link was
developed to be a temporary solution,
with a four-year contract set to end
about the time the new Southeast rail
line extensions open in 2019. The pro-
gram will evolve to address new issues
after that.

“We are very pleased to be recog-
nized by DRCOG and our partners for
the 2018 Metro Vision Award,” Holwell
said. “More importantly, we’re thank-
ful that it’s been a great success to the
partnership.”

Brad Calvert, planning and develop-
ment director for DRCOG, said it’s im-
portant to recognize creative solutions
to transportation challenges.

“We live in a region that is chang-
ing rapidly and we need to develop
programs that create liveable regions
around the state,” Calvert said. “Lone
Tree saw a need—the last mile—and
created a flexible program that ad-
dressed the need and found a solution.
They’ve made it easy for employees to
get to work and to enjoy a safe, pleas-
ant commute.”

Summer CAMP helps teens
with mental health struggles

STAFF REPORT

Adolescents struggling with mental
health issues can spend their summer
at CAMP.

The Child/Adolescent Mental
Health Program is offered Monday to
Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., at
Highlands Behavioral Health System,
8565 S. Poplar Way, just south of C-470.

The program lasts from two to four
weeks, and teens can start at any time
during the summer, from May until
August. CAMP is open to ages 11-18.

Topics include feelings identifi-

cation, mindfulness, learning and
practicing coping skills, healthy
relationship characteristics, bound-
aries, coping with bullying, social
media, gossip and rumors, anxiety
and depression.

An open house to meet the staff, see
the outpatient area, ask questions and
learn more is May 14, from 8:30 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m. Drinks and hors d’oeuvres
will be provided so registration is
required.

Go to http://events.r20.constantcon-
tact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07efa
wbak7c87f9fa6&llr=arusfnnab.
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